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Survey on Policies to Secure Obstetricians in Fifteen Countries

1. Background and Purpose

The purpose of this survey is to learn your country’ s obstetric physician supply
status and health policies to secure them. In Japan, the shortage and disparity of
OBGYN doctors is a serious problem in some of the underserved areas, isolated
islands or even urban areas. A number of hospitals are suddenly closing their OB
department due to the shortage of doctors, and the pregnant women in the area are
forced to find other obstetricians and facilities.

The shortage of obstetricians is due to the new medical training system, extremely
tight work environments for practicing physicians and the increase of legal disputes.
The increase of young female physicians in the specialty is also one of the reasons
because they are more likely to work fewer hours than male physicians, particularly
during childbearing age. We have a deep concern that more Japanese pregnhant
women will have difficulties finding their obstetricians. Also, Japanese OBGYN
physicians are worried that their work environment will get much worse.

We would like to know your country’ s health policies to secure obstetricians, if there
is any. The policies include the allocation of a specific number of specialty doctors in
each geographic area to decrease the disparities of physician distribution.

2. Target
The medical associations in fifteen countries

3. Survey design
Mail survey

4. Survey schedule
January ~ February 2008
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Survey on Policies to Secure Obstetricians — Questionnaire —

(I) Base data (please fill in data and specify the year in which the data was taken)

A Total number of physicians ( ) <year ( »
B Total number of obstetricians Male  ( ) Female ( ) <year ( »
C Average age of obstetricians Male( ) Female ( ) <year ( »
D Total number of midwives ( ) <year ( »
E—1 Total number of deliveries per year ( ) <year ( »
—>Delivered in Hospitals ( ), Clinics ( ), Midwifery ( ), Other ( )

E—2 Number of delivery facilities in your country

Hospitals ( ), Clinics ( ), Midwifery ( ), Other ( ) <year ( »
F Average work hours of obstetricians per week  ( ) hours <year( »

G Is there a cap on the number of physician work hours (YES NO )
—» IfYES, ( ) hours per week
H Is the total number of medical school students regulated by the government?

(II-1) How do you evaluate the current supply of obstetricians in your country?
(circle all the numbers that apply)

1C ) There is no shortage or disparity of Obstetricians

2( ) There is a shortage of obstetricians and/or disparity of distribution
— Which of these? (circle all that apply)
A there is a shortage in the total supply B there is a disparity by geographic region
C there is a disparity by facility level D other( )

3( ) There is a surplus of obstetricians
—Which of these? (circle all that apply)
A there is a surplus in the total supply B there is a disparity by geographic region
C there is a disparity by facility level D other ( )

(II-2) What problems arise due to the current supply of Obstetricians? For example, in Japan,

pregnant women in some areas have a hard time finding delivery facilities.

-
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(II-3) Please explain the cause(s) of the shortage (surplus) of obstetricians.

- ~

~ /

(1D How do you foresee the future supply of obstetricians in your country?
(circle all the numbers that apply)

1C ) There will be no shortage or disparity of obstetricians

2( ) There will be a shortage and/or disparity of obstetricians
3( ) There will be a surplus of obstetricians

4C ) Don’t know

(IV) If your country has health policies or measures implemented to secure obstetricians,
please tell us what they are. Circle all the numbers that apply.

1( ) Control (designate) the total number of obstetricians in the country.
2( ) Allocate (restrict) the number of obstetricians by geographic area (state or region level).
3( ) Have programs that encourage medical students, interns, or residents to work

in underserved areas.
4( ) Have financial programs to ensure physicians in underserved areas.

How? _, A Subsidies B Scholarship/Loan  C Other ( )
5(C ) Designate (regulate) the number of intern positions (i.e. postings).

How? —> A By country level B By geographic area C By hospital level

D Other( )
6( ) Have educational programs that affect the medical students’ choice of specialty.
How? —» ( )
7C ) Have educational programs that affect the medical students’ choice of geographic area.
How? —» ( )
8( ) Have career plan programs for physicians in underserved or rural areas.
How? _.( )
9( ) Use foreign physicians. __p Total number of foreign physicians  ( )

10( ) Other measures. Please describe.

HMZE-3




(V) Please answer the followings. Please circle one that applies in each question.

A Is the number of legal disputes increasing in the Obstetric area?
(YES NO Don’t Know)
| 1 YES,
Is the increase in legal disputes affecting the medical students’ choice of specialty? (YES
NO Don’t Know)
B Is the ratio of female obstetricians increasing compared with male obstetricians for the past five
years?
(YES NO)
C How do you evaluate your obstetricians’ practice environment in general compared with other
specialties?
() excellent, ( ) good, ( ) fair,( )poor( ) extremely poor
D Is OBGYN considered a popular specialty among the medical students?
() very popular, () popular, ( )same as others, ( ) unpopular, ( ) very unpopular
E How long, on average, does it take for pregnant women to go to their delivery facilities from home in
your country?
() ~15 minutes, ( ) 15~30 minutes, ( ) 30~60minutes, ( ) 1~1.5 hour,
() 15hour ~
F Is the number of deliver facilities in your country increasing or decreasing for the past five
years? (Please circle all that apply)
) Large—scale facilities are increasing in number
) Small-scale facilities are increasing in number
) Large scale facilities are decreasing in number
) Small-scale facilities are decreasing in number

AN AN AN AN

) The numbers are same

(VI) As the Medical Association (Society), have you implemented any policies or
strategies to ensure the supply of physicians in your country? Please describe.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

H -4




JMA survey, Feb. 2008

Additional Questions on Obstetrics

E How long, on average, does it take for pregnant women to go to their delivery facilities from home in
your country?
() ~15 minutes, ( ) 15~30 minutes, ( ) 30~60minutes.
( )1~15hour, ( ) 1.5hour ~

F In general, are the delivery facilities in your country being centralized? (i.e. More deliveries are
performed in larger—scale facilities) (Please circle one that applies)
() YES, more deliveries are being performed in large—scale facilities
[s it the government policy? YES NO
() NO, more deliveries are being performed in small-scale facilities
[s it the government policy? YES NO
(' ) NO, there is no change in the number of deliveries

HMZE-5
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14 Medical Associations (Members of the World Medical Association)
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